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OAPTAIN VANCE BRITTEN HAD 
SWORN HIS RAIDERS 'MOULD CUT 
THE UNION LIFE LINE ---THE SANTA 
PE TRAIL; AND NOW DESTRUCTION 
SWEPT THE TERRITORY AS THE 
TEXAS HILLS ECHOED TO THE 
PASSIONS OF THE CIVIL WAR.... 
BUT THE CAPTAIN HAD NOT RECK- 
ONED ON THE COURAGE OF A FIGHT- 
IN© NflANKEE COLONEL, NOR THE 
STRANGE DESTINY THAT WOULD 
BRING THEM TOGETHER IN THE 
ROARING CLIMAX OF A BATTLE TO 
SAVE CIVILIZATION'S LAST OUTPOST/ 
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1862.. ..THE CONFEDERATE ARMY OF THE SOUTHWEST HAS BEEN DRIVEN BACK INTO TEXAS. THE SANTA F6 
TRAIL HAS BECOME THE BINDING LINK AND VITAL 5UPPLY ROUTE FOR THE UNION ARMY. 




A LAST VALIANT EFFORT, A SMALL GROUP OF REBEL 



COMPLIMENTS OF GENERAL 
ROBERT E. LEE, GENTLEMEN, 
SORRY WE HAVEN'T TIME To 
JOIN YOU . IT LOOKS i 

VERY REFRESH*-^ , . 

ing : 



PLEASE DON'T DISTURB 
YOURSEiVES. WE’LL 
GO THROUGH THE 
WAGONS OURSELVES. 



RAIOERS HARASS THE UNION LIFE LINE 



THERE THEY ARE, CAPTAIN 
BRITTEN. THE UNION ^ 
SUPPLY COLUMN — AND 
IT LOOKS AS IF THEY'RE , 
MOT EXPECTING J 
COMPANY. 



) OUR MEN ARE DEPLOYED 
( ALL AROUND THE WATER 
] HOLE . WE'VE GOT THEM 
/ DEAD TO RIGHTS, LIEU- 
TENANT. LETSf^H^-e-f 

sr-i go.' #•: 



lA MOMENT LATER, A SERGEANT 
REPORTS. / 

(TAKE WHAT SUPPLIES 

~ \ YOU NEED, TUCKER, 

\ AND BURN EVERY- 
THING ELSE — 
INCLUDING THEIR 
/ CLOTHES. 



DERELICTION OF DUTY, GENTLE 
MEN . LET THIS BE A LE5SON 
TO YOU . n rr ; 



WE’LL HAVE TO MOVE FAST, 
LIEUTENANT. WE'VE GOT 

A Date to keep with the 

5AN GIL STAGS TOMORROW. 



NO SIGN OF ' 
(Sold, sir. 
just some 
wheat, HIDES 
AND TALLOW 
-AND THIS J 
BOX OF, 
CIGARS i / ^ 
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ig®K 



HEV, YOU i 1 
WHERE'S 
WILSON AMO 
HIS HELPER? 



AT A PR A! Si E STAGE DEPOT- 



THEVRE T1EDUPFORTHE 
\ MOMENT AND I’M TAKING 
1 THEIR PLACE. WHAT'LL 
YOU HAYE, SOYS? 



ALL RIGHT. FOLKS . YOU'VE GOT 
TIME TO STRETCH YOUR LEGS/ 
THAT'S ALL. _ 



Suddenly... lieutenant.' the 

REBS ■ THEY'VE GOT 

^ - V US SURROUNDED. 



I'LL HAVE A TROOP OF CONFEDERATE 
CAVALRY... AFTER TWO DAYS OF 
ESCORT DUTY I'M JUST IN THE 
MOOD TO TANGLE WITH THOSE 

REB5. S' — " 

r—ff A MODEST REQUEST, SIR. 

„ MAYBE I CAN 
\\ OBLIGE.' 



HUH ! WHAT'S HE 
DOING ? > 



MEET. 



BEFORE 1 TAKE CHARGE OF THAT GOLD 
SHIPMENT I THINK I'LL PICK UP A FEW OF 
THESE CIGARS FOR THE MEN . ^ 



AH, LIEUTENANT. 
CAVALRY, I SEE, 



SO YOU FOUND THAT TROOP OF REBEL 



ALL RIGHT, MEN. GET THAT GOLD 
OUT OF THE EXPRESS BOX AND 
LET'S GET GOING - __ 
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A MOMENT LATER. 



WEEKS. PASS AND VANCE BRITTEN'S 
RAIDS BECOME EVER 80LDER AND 
MORE DARING .' THEN ONE NIGHT THE 
HARASSED UNION ARMY SETS A TRAP. 



I HATE TO 
SPOIL YOUR 
CONCERT. GENTLEMEN. BUT STAY 
WHERE VOU ARE — AND DON'T 
REACH FOR YOUg GUNS ■ 



Suddenly--- sounds 

1 LIKE A 

SIGNAL. KEEP PLAYING, 
SOLDIER AND DON'T LOOK 
NERVOUS. THEY'LL BE 
WALKING INTO OUR TRAP 

.any MINUTE 



PUT THAT GUN UNDER THE BLANKET. 
THE COLONEL WANTS NO PISTOLS . 
SHOWING . 



\ WHERE'S THE 
REST OF 
/ YOUR TROOP, 
LIEUTENANT ? 



IT’S THEM REB3 
ALL RIGHT, COLONEL. 
THAT’S THE BUNCH 
X SPIED ON ALL / 
AFTERNOON. yv 



YA WATS' THEY WERE 
HIDING IN THE >, , 

WAGONS. yjPi 



AND YOU , GENTLEMEN OF THE SOUTH 
SUPPOSE YOU DO THE SAME. . 



DON’T TRY ANYTHING, YANKS. 
YOU'RE OUTNUMBERED . 
TWO TO ONE . . < 



^ ALL RIGHT. MEN. I GUESS 
THEY'VE TURNED THE 
TABLES ON US . 



WELL, SIR, IF THEY CARRlED.OUT V; 

ORDERS CORRECTLY THEY SHOULD 
BE BEHIND THOSE WAGONS LOOKING 
DOWN THEIR RIFLES AT YOU 
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And as the rival officers face each other 



SERGEANT, WE CAN USE THEIR GUNS AND BOOT'S. 
TAKE WHAT ELSE YOU NEED, BURN THE REST 
AND RUN OFF THE HORSES-^ — 



VANCE I THOUGHT YOU ) JE8 ! SO YOU CAME WEST 
WERE IN VIRGINIA WITH J ... I WAS WONDERING 
. STUART. WHEN THEY’D SEND A REAL 

( SOLDIER AFTER ME. TOO 

WfWg? / BAD IT 

DIDN'T ) 

KBf \A ^Wy. WORK , / X 



HOW 1 5 DAD ? ) WHY DIDN'T 

HOW'D HE TAKE j YOU TELL HIM 
IT WHEN Z V YOURSELF 
CHOSE THE /AND FIND OUT ?. 
GRAY ? 



YE5, I KNOW. 

\ IT DOES SOUNP 
PRETTY BAD, 
/DOESN'T IT? 

I WONDER 
s. WHAT'S HAP- 
) PEMED TO Jatie? 



AND WHAT YOU j, 
DID TO JULIE 
WAS EVEN WORSE. 
JILTING HER.--- 
WALKING OUT -S 
ON HER WITH- ^ 
OUT A WORD 
OF EXPLANATION . 



SHOW ANY FAVORITISM . AND IF I 
REMEMBER CORRECTLY, JEB, WE 

WORE THE — ^ 

5AME SIZE / YOUR MEMORY IS 
BOOTS - / 5TILL GOOD, VANCE . 



YOU MEAN YOU DIDN'T KNOW ] JULIE, OUT HERE 

SHE’S OUT HERE AT FORT /" iSm 

POINT ? V 



YE5, SHE'S MARRIED ^ 
NOW TO 5AM MCCLOUD- 
HE RUNS A TRADING 
POST AT THE FORT 
AND HAS A BRANCH i 
AT SAN GIL . 



I'VE HEARD OF HIM. tS 
HIS SPECIALTY IS 
SMUGGLING GUNS AND 

WHISKEY TO THE 

APACHES. /|£2 
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THAT'5 THE ONE l JULIE 
DIDN'T FIND HIM OUT UNTIL 
IT WAS TOO LATE - THEY'RE 

SEPARATED NO'AUte-, , - 

AND SHE'S LIV- / 

ING AT 5AN 
GILJ BUT 

DON'T GET t \4 n\ A 

anv r a r m I 

IDEA*. J A I 



I UNDERSTAND.' 

I WELL, I GUESS 
, -WE'D BETTER 
START 

moving . 



YOU'RE NOT MORE THAN TWELVE A SURE, YOU BUILD A 
MILE5 FROM YOUR BASE, COLONEL. ) FI RE BIG ENOUGH 
YOU SHOULD MAKE IT BY DAY- V TO ATTRACT EVERY 

LIGHT IF YOU START NOW. i APACHE IN THE TERRI- 

—■ . - TORY— AND THEN YOU CUT 

A u » L005E WITHOUT AUWT 

S iGUNS OR HORSES . 



IT'S A TOUGH WAR, COLONEL , 
BUT m GIVING YOU A . 
BETTER BREAK THAN J^, 
YOU'D GIVE US L mgtjni 



) IF THERE'S A NEXT 
y TIME, DON'T EXPECT 
ANY FAVORS FROM ME. 



GIVE THE ORDER, 
LIEUTENANT. 



COLUMN MARCH 1 



Unknown to the union soldiers, vance and his 

RAIDERS ESCORT THEM THROUGH THE NIGHT, UNTIL- 



WNE DAY, A FEW WEEKS LATER, THE RAIDERS 
COME UPON A GRISLY SIGHT. 



THERE THEY GO 
INTO THE FORT, 
CAPTAIN . 



THEY'RE SAFE NOW, 
LYNN. LET'S GO. 



COMPANY 
HALT l . 



IT LOOKS AS IP THE APACHES 
ARE HORNING IN ON OUP. 
GAME, LIEUTENANT. > 
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\ PLAY WITH MATCHES AND 
/ YOU'RE BOUND TO GET 
' BURNED. CHECK THE 
B0D1E5i LIEUTENANT.' SEE 
IF YOU CAN IDENTIFY THEM. 



ACCORDING TO THE5E LETTERS 
THIS MUST BE SAM MCCLOUD/ . 
OWNER OF THE SAN GIL X 
TRADING POST. 



M c CLOUD ? LET 
ME SEE THOSE 
LETTERS . . 



WHISKEY AND RIFLES . 

I'D 5AY THIS OUTFIT WAS 
TRADING wrrw the , 
APACHES. 



"..WE ARE SENDING MAJOR RlORCAN 
FROM WASHINGTON TO NEGOTIATE 
WITH THE APACHE5 FOR THEIR AID 
AGAINST THE CONFEDERATE ARM/. 

HE WILL CONTACT YOU ON THE TWENTY- 
FIFTH OF THIS MONTH. . r~ 



ml IT5EEMS MCCLOUD HAS 
BEEN GIVING THE ARMY ADVICE 
ON HOW TO WIN THE WAR./ 

AND IT LOOKS AS IF THEY 
TOOK IT, TOO . HERE'5 A LETTER 



.. .AND YOU WILL ARRANGE FOR 
HIM TO MEET CHIEF GREY 
CLOUD TO PUT INTO EFFECT 
THE PACT YOU AGREED ON.*- 



THE FOOLS 1 THOSE ' 
INDIANS WON'T ASK IF 
A MAN'S NORTH OR. 
SOUTH WHEN THEY HIT 
THE WARPATH ' V 



THE TWENTY-FIFTH ! <bL 
pi TOMORROW 



EARLY THE NEXT MORNING, IN THE HILLS NEARBY 



WELL, WHAT DO WE \ AND DESERT THE N - 
CARE? THE APACHES ) SETTLERS WHO BEUEVE 
WILL DO OUR JOB X IN OUR CAUSE - WHO'VE 
FOR US, AND WE > HELPED US ? NO, UEUTEN- 
CAN HEAD SOUTH . ) ANT. I HAVE OTHER PLAN6. 



THIS IS THE PLACE, ) FINE. WE'LL WAIT FOR MCCLOUD 
MAJOR RIORDAN 1 J HERE. HE SHOULD BE ALONG 
- -tt— ANY MINUTE . 



ggffBi 





iraa* v, ' ii 
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Suddenly 



HERE ARE MY PAPERS, j THAT 
FOR ALL THE GOOD J WON'T 0E 
THEY'LL DO YOU. < NECESSARY, 
THEY'LL JUST SEND MAJOR. I'M 
SOMEONE TO TAKE J TAKING YOUR 
MY PLACE. ~y PLACE MYSELF. 

y (AND NOW IF 

\ f ( YOU'LL TAKE OFF 

\ l YOUR UNIFORM... 



I'M 50RRY, MAJOR. MR. MCCLOUD 
HAS BEEN UNAVOIDABLY DETAINEO. 
I'LL TROUBLE YOU FOR YOUR. 
ORDERS, PLEASE _ 



IrATER— LYNN i TAKE THE TROOPTO X YOU'RE NOT 

1 SAND CREEK AND KEEP GOING TO GET 

THE TRAIL CUT BOTH WAYS. KEEP THE J AWAY WITH 
MAJOR ENTERTAINED UNTIL I THIS, CAPTAIN . / 

^ -COME BACK . / S- , ^ 



SO, YOU'RE MAJOR RIORDAN? 
I DON'T SUPPOSE VOU KNOW 
WHO I AM i y' 



IThE NEXT DAY, VANCE BRITTEN AND HIS MEN RIDE INTO THE 
APACHE VILLAGE . y — -y 



I EMISSARY ? 

1 CREDENTIALS ? 
WHERE'D THAT 
APACHE LEARN TO 
TALK ENGLISH LIKE 
THAT ? 



50 YOU ARE THE EMI5SARY 
FROM WASHINGTON . WHERE 
ARE YOUR i msrl 

CREDENTIALS? 
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MAVBE IT'S THE 
CLIMATE, SIR, OR. 
THE ACTIVE LIFE 
1 LEAD. 



PERHAPS OR MAYBE IT'S 'sVES. THAT COULD 
BECAUSE YOU ARE WEARING ACCOUNT FOR. 
ANOTHER MAN'S UNIFORM. 7thE PlFFERENCE, 
“TMafcw.r«rl/ COULDN'T IT? 



YOU SHOULD. PAGE WAS MY NAME, 
MAJOR-GENERAL HARRISON PAGE! 
IF I REMEMBER CORRECTLY, YOU WERE 
MY AIDE FOR A NUMBER OF YEARS . .. 
YOU'VE GROWN YOUNGER, MAJOR ./ 



THE ONE ON THE «- 
LEFT IS MANGAS 
COLOR ADOS. THE 
ONE ON THE RIGHT 
IS COCHISE. BUT— 



JAM GREY CLOUD. IF YOU HAD 
STUDIED MILITARY HISTORY 
BEFORE IMPERSONATING AN 
OFFICER i YOU'D KNOW GENERAL 
PAGE BECAME AN APACHE WHEN 
THE ARMY DISAPPROVED OF 
HIS MARRI AGE ^ 

TO AN INDIAN . 



I'M CAPTAIN 
BRITTEN, OF 
\THc CONFEDER- 
ATE ARMY, THE 
/ MAN RIORDAN 
\ WANTS YOU TO 
X— . KILL FOR 
HIM. 



WHICH 
ONE OF 
THEM IS 
GREY 
CLOUD? . 



WHO ARE YOU? / 
YOU MAY AS S 
WELL TELL THE 
TRUTH. YOU'RE 
PROBABLY GOING 
TO BE 5PREAD- ' 
EAGLED QV=P. AN 

ant-hill >W| 

ANYWAY, / 



WE DON'T WANT YOUR HELP. ONCE YOUR BRAVES 
GOT STARTED, YOU COULDN'T CONTROL THEM . NC 
EVEN THE THE WOMEN AND CHILDREN WOULD BE 
'fcrxrrr— 5AFE . YOU KNOW THAT. / _ = 



I CAPTURED MAJOR 
RIORDAN AND CAME 
IN HIS PLACE BECAUSE 
I WANTED TO KEEP 
THE INDIANS OUT y 
OF THE WAR . y 



X THE GOVERNMENT \. 
] PROMISED TO STOP 
/ TREATING THE APACHE5 
/ LIKE OUTLAWS IF WE 
/HELPED THEM. CAN YOU R 
SIDE OFFER BETTER 
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THE COUNCIL MEETING CONTINUES 
FAR INTO THE NIGHT; BUT AT LAST- 



LOOK. THIS I5N'T YOUR ) I ADMIRE 
WAR . LET THE WHITE , YOUR WISDOM, 

MEN FIGHT V CAPTAIN. BUT IT'S 

IT OUT MmZl NOT UP TO ME ALONE. 

' \ ( I’LL HAVE TO CON- 

V 5ULT THE COUNCIL. 



i GOOD. MDU 
WON'T , 
REGRET IT.' 



THE COUNCIL HAS 
DECIDED.' WE 
W'LL NOT FIGHT. 
WE WILL LIVE y 
IN PEACE 



AS THE HORSEMAN OEUVERS HI5 MES9AGE TO THE COUNCIL, 
VANCE AND HIS MEN ARE DRA6GED TO THEIR FEET. 



THEY'RE GUILTY. 
WE SAW THE 
DEAD MEW. ^ 



ONE <CF OUR YOUNG CHIEFS, 
GERONIMO, HAS BEEN 
ACCUSED OF MASSACRING 
A WAGON TRAIN . HE AND 
HIS MEN ARE BEING HELD . 
IN SAN GIL . 



VERY WELL. YOU MAY GOi BUT NOW 
THERE IS A PRICE FOR OUR- 
NEUTRALITY. i 



I DON'T 
UNDERSTAND. 



THAT 5 A LARGE ORDER. 

I SAN GIL'S A YANK TOWN, 
AND EVEN THIS UNIFORM 
I MIGHT NOT BE ABLE TO DO 
‘'Tn » THE TRICK . _ 



IF THAT IS TRUE, 
WE'LL PUNISH 
THEM IN OUR OWN 
WAV. BUT THE 
WHITE MAN MUST 
SET HIM FREE . v 



YOU HAVE JUST TWENTY- FOUR- 
HOURS TO FIND OUT IF IT WILL . 
AFTER. THAT, I CAN'T BE RE- 
SPONSIBLE FOR WHAT HAPPENS, 



GET GOING THEN 
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COME ON, BOYS.' TWENTY-FOUR HOURS DOESN'T 
GIVE U5 MUCH TIME. WE’LL HAVE TO TRAVEL ALL 
NIGHT IF WE WANT TO MAKE IT. ^ ^ 



Early the next morning, the disguised men 

ENTER SAN GIL . / 



THEY'RE GOING TO HANG 



HEY, SONNY.' WHAT'S 
ALL THE EXCITEMENT : 



50ME INJUNS, 



LET’S GO.MEN . IF THEY HANG 
THOSE ARACHES WE’RE LICKED . 



MEANWHILE, JUST DOWN THE STREET- 



I THOUGHT YOU SOLDIERS WERE \ NOBODYS 
HERE TO PROTECT US, NOT THE GOING TO 8E 
INJUNS. ARE YOU GONNA STRING /STRUNG UP 
'EM UP, LIEUTENANT, OR DO WE ./TILL THEY'VE 
DO IT? A HEARING. 



WE'VE GOT SOME INDIAN PRISON - 
\ ERS INSIDE. THIS MANr EVANS, 

I AND HIS FRIENDS WANT TO HANG 
, THE PRISONERS WITHOUT A 
X ~- — — ■ TRIAL . 



WHAT'5 THE 
TROUBLE, 
LIEUTENANT 



THERE'LL BE NO MOB ACTION 


] THIS 15 OUR 8USINE55J 


HERE. GOON ABOUT YOUR. / THOSE INJUNS KILLED 


BUSINESS, ALL OF YOU - , 


/ FIVE WHITE PEOPLE. 
BETTER STEP ASIDE, J 
k. MAJOR, OR YOU'LL. M 
GET HURT. / 

-TBlfc-ii ) 














itffffihi ' . \ 
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) I'M MAJOR RIORDAN/ 
/ DETAILED HERE ON 
, SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT. 
SUPPOSE WE GO INSIDE, 
taHMKLIEUTENANT . 



SERGEANT, IP ANYONE IN 
THE CROWD MAKES A MOVE, 
5 HOOT THIS MAN FIRST, u 



NOW WAIT A MINUTE, BOYS, 
NO SENSE FLYING OFF 
THE HANDLE.. .. / 



LET ME TALK TO A I'LL GET THE 
THE PRISONERS. ) TOWN MARSHAL. 
EC- THEY AW J HE HAS THE 
BE ABLE TO \ KE VS. THE 
TELL ME WHERE ) PRISONERS ARE 
GREY CLOUD y IN HiS CHARGE. 



NOW WHAT’S ^ WE CAUGHT THEM 

all THIS ABOUTi NEAR THE SCENE 
INDIAN _ fOr A MASSACRE . 
PRISONERS ? J THEY WIPED OUT A 
r rr-7^WAGON TRAIN 
Y\\ V / f OWNED BY SAM M c CtOUD. 
-Ai iLl I Ll HE RAN the TRADING 
- POST HERE ' 



M f CLOUD THAT’S THE MAN I WAS 
TO MEET HERE . HE WAS SUPPOSED 
TO TAKE ME TO THE ARACHE CHIEF 
TO ARRANGE A TREATY, 



that's TOO BAD, MAJOR. 
MCCLOUD DIDN'T SAY 
ANYTHING ABOUT IT WHEN 
HE LEFT. HE'S DEAD 
^ NOW. 



KID od 

kewai 



!HE MARSHAL OPENS THE CELL DOOR AND VANCE 
•LKS WITH GSRONIMO HIMSELF. 



GERONIMO, I CAME OUT YjUST A MINUTE, MAJOR. . 
HERE TO HELP YOUR / IF YOU THINK I'M GONNA 
PEOPLE. I WANT TO \ TURN THESE KILLERS LOOSE, 
KNOW WHERE TO FIND ^B, YOU'RE CRAZY, 

GREV CLOUD . 

WLL Y0U GUIDE ARIW I fijj I $|2|3Mg 

ME TO HIM ? vK 3 I I ft-W 8 



KliY DID YOU KILL 
THE TRADER/ . 
MCCLOUD ? 



I HE SELL MY MEN P0I50N WHISKEY/ 
MANY DIE . HE SELL THEM BAD 
GUNS THAT EXPLODE AND KILL 
MANY MORE. MCCLOUD DESERVE 
TO DIE l - 



mm 


K&aBil SSHST? 


m 
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MARSHAL, I CAME TWO THOUSAND MILES 
TO SEE GREy CLOUD. THESE INDIANS 
ARE THE ONLY PEOPLE WHO CAN HELP 
ME GET TO HIM.', 



JU5T THEN 



THIS 15 **V. HELLO, JULIE . 

MR5. MCCLOUD, Wj , 

major Jy 
RIORDAN./ 



1^5, MAM. 
HE‘S RIGHT 
i HERE - OH, 
I MAJOR. 



OH, LIEUTENANT. 
X HEARD THAT A 
MAJOR RIORDAN 
WA5 IN TOWN . a 



YOU’VE GOT YOUR JOB 
. TO DO AND I'VE GOT 
VMINE . THE REDSKINS 
MM . I STAY HERE. 



X DON'T KNOW WHAT THIS IS NEVER M/NO, » 
ALL ABOUT, LIEUTENANT, BUT-- ) LIEUTENANT . MR5. 

f . — -^MCCLOUP IS JUST 

W 1 \ I ( SURPRISED TO SEE ME. 



YOU TWO KNOW EACH 
. OTHER ? 



YE5. MRS. MCCLOUD AND 
I WERE OLD FRIENDS 
A LONG TIME AGO . 



jjMtn* 



|l JAIL 



I NEVER THOUGHT I’D TURN UP HERE EITHER. I’D 
LIKE TO Tea YOU HOW IT HAPPENED. IT’S QUITE 
A STORY .. - — ^ « r 



COME ON, JULIE. BUSINESS CAN WAIT FOR A FEW 
MINUTES. YOU'LL SEE THE LIEUTENANT LATER. 
AFTER ALL WE HAVEN'T SEEN EACH OTHER FOR 

a long time. nawM ■■ i H 'l ii i i m i — 
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f THAT 5 BECAUSE WE HOPE TO KEEP THE APACHES 
OFF YOUR NECK AND SIC THEM ON THE REBS. WE 
CAN'T TOUCH THE PRISONERS UNTIL MR. DELACOURT 
MEETS WITH THE APACHE CHIEFS. THE SUCCESS OF 
HIS MISSION DEPENDS ON IT. j — 



I CAN ASSURE YOU 
THERE'S NOTHING TC> 
WORRY ABOUT. > 



WHAT WE WANT IS ACTION, 
J NOT PROMISES. WE 5AY 
/ TAKE THEM INDIANS OUT 
AND SHOOT 'EM TO TEACH 
THOSE APACHES A LESSON 
THEY'LL UNDERSTAND BUT 
THE ARMY WONT LET US/ 



WHY- ER-THAT'S 
RIGHT. J 



AND NOW MY 
FRIENDS... 



X KNEW YOU'D T WELL, IF YOU 
AGREE WITH ME, THINK IT'S 
SIR. MARSHAL, / ALL RIGHT. I 
THE KEYS TO /DON'T WANT 
THE JAIL . yi 0 GUM THINGS 
Sr . n . ulT UP FOR THE 
GOVERNMENT. 



LATER, SIR . 
YOU MUST BE 
TIRED FROM 
YOUR TEDIOUS 
* JOURNEY. 



BUT SHOULDN'T V* TONIGHT, 

I SAY SOME- / MR. DELACOURT, 
THING ABOUT -K AT THE RECEP- 
HOW HAPPY r \ TON . EVERY- 
AM TO BE IN THIS J ONE WILL BE 
GOD FORSAKEN 1 THERE . 

place 1 



A5DELACOURT IS USHERED INTO HIS ROOM, VANCE 
5PEAKS CONFIDENTIALLY TO JULIE ! 



AND SOME DAY YOU'LL BELIEVE 
ME ABOUT THE REST. YOU MUST, 
JULIE, BECAUSE X LOVE YOU.' ' 
I ALWAYS HAVE . 



A OH, MAJOR 
J RIORDAN .' 
/MR. DELACOURT 
WOULD LIKE TO 
SEE YOU, SIR. 



WELL, JULIE , YOU HEARD EVERY- 
THING. DO YOU BELIEVE 
. ME NOW? 



ABOUT THE 
INDIANS— YES. 
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!»N DELACOURTS ROOM, THE WASHINGTON EMISSARY 
DISCUSSES HIS PUAN5- 





YOU DON'T SOUND VERY 
ENTHUSIASTIC, MAJOR, 
YOU'RE NOT BY ANY 
CHANCE OPPOSED TO 
GOVERNMENT POLICY » 



I MERELY WANT TO 
POINT OUT THE DIFFI- 
CULTIES, SIR. X MUST 
BE GOING NOW. IF 
THERE'S ANYTHING 
— . YOU NEED... 



ILOUoj 




5H0RTLY AFTERWARD, VANCE TALKS WITH ONE OF &ND AT THE WELLS FARGO OFFICE , WHERE 
HIS MEN ON GUARD AT THE JAIL . ANOTHER RAIDER STANDS GUARD 
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THAT NIGHT AT THE RECEPTION- 



AND THEN THE PRESIDENT, Y OH 

MAJ OR! WATCH , A" 

WHAT YOU'RE DOING. / 



AND 50 X SAID TO THE 
PRESIDENT— "MR. PRESIDENT/ 
I'M NO STATESMAN ' I'M JUST 
AN ORDINARY RUN-OF-THE- . 
MILL MAN...*- 



I CAN'T IMAGINE HOW IT ^ 
HAPPENED, SIR . IF YOU'LL JUST 
STEP IN HERE AND TAKE OFF 
WUR TROUSERS, I'LL GET YOU 
ANOTHER FAIR RIGHT AWAY L 



lEANWHlLE. 



I -I'LL 
CALL THE 
\ MEETING 
TO ORDER, 
/ SIR/ 



SOME COINS, A WATCH, AND A 
WALLET . BUT NO KEY5. I'LL 
HAVE TO 5EARCH HIS ROOM . 



I CAN'T KEEP MY 
PUBLIC WAITING ALL 
NIGHT. THERE'S ONLY 
ONE SOLUTION . ✓TA? 
WHEN IN ROME foWi 
— ER-DO AS 
THE INDIANS it £3 
DO . /CT/rafp! 



C WANT YOU TO HEAR 
WHAT THE PRESIDENT 
^ SAID .' . — 



iND IN DELACOURT'5 ROOM AT THE TRADING POST. 



AH.' HERE THEY 
ARE AT LAST . 
NOW I'D BETTER 
GET BACK TO THE 
RECEPTION 1 



VANCE 





'rirt IMili! 


!/ \ \\ — 
/ ti#/ yi\ \j : — - 




mw* 
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I WAS AT THE WINDOW ^ 
LISTENING TO THE MUSIC 
► AT THE RECEPTION. IT 
REMINDS) ME OF THE 
. DANCES IN BALTIMORE 
— r\ taaJttBb. BEFORE THE 
M war: 



JULIE, GO BACK TO BALTIMORE 
- WHERE rT'5 SAFE . I WANT 
YOU TO. ITS IMPORTANT U 
TO ME . 



I CAME TO GET A 
FAIR OF TROUSERS 
FOR DELACQU RT.'- ^ 
THERE WA 3 JOBX. 

no light . JBgfm A 

I THOUGHT 
YOU WERE 
ASLEEP. 



/S IT, VANCE ? 
WHV ? . 



M>ND BACK. AT THE RECEPTION, 
A FEW MOMENTS LATER 



JULIE , NO MATTER WHAT HAPPENS 
I WANT YOU TO REMEMBER I 

MEANT WHAT I SAID a 

ABOUT US. NANCE — 



WHATEVER HAPPENS, I'LL BE 
BACK FOR YOU, JULIE, AFTER 
THE WAR. I PROMISE l 



HERE, LIEUTENANT ! GIVE THESE 
TO HIS NIB5 WHEN HE'S FINISHED. 



DHE moment, major. 

THERE'S SOMEONE HERE 
WHO 5AY5 HE KNOWS 
YOU ! X 



COLONEL BRITTEN , MAJOR RIORDAN 



ER— NICE TO SEE 
YOU AGAIN , COLONEL 
I SEE YOU HAVE 
NEW BOOTS . mjg 



AND I 5 EE YOU HAVE A 
WHOLE NEW UNIFORM, 

MAJOR ! . 
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ER- IF YOU'LL EXCUSE 
ME i COLONEL. I 
HAVE A, FEW 
THINGS ID | — I s 

ATTEND TO .J 9 



I'LL GO ’ 
' WITH YOU, 
MAJOR 



ALL RIGHT. I'M DOING THIS TO 
KEEP THE APACHES OFF MY NECK. 
MCCLOUD 5ET UP A DEAL WITH 
YOUR GOVERNMENT TO TURN 

THEM LOOSE ON US-^ 

•r 1 KNOW. 

R W I WAS AGAINST HIM 
\ Vi FROM THE START. BUT 
\ U JUST WHERE DO YOU 



JEB, I CAN'T EXPLAIN NOW. I WANTED 
I COULDN'T HAVE 



TO 5EE JULIE. 

COME IN MY UNIFORM, SO X 

BORROWED THIS. 

tosn 1 jgr~ YOU EXPECT ME 

Hh TO BELIEVE YOU'D RISK A 
FIRING SQUAD JUST TO SEE 
A GIRL? BROTHER OR NO 
BROTHER, VANCE (EITHER. 

YOU TELL ME THE > 
TMR TRUTH OR... ^ 



LMiE ANWWILE , AT THE RBCEPT(ON,THE PUZZLED 
STAGE DRIVER SUDDENLY 50LVES A RIDDLE . 



RIORDAN HAD A DATE WTH 
THE INDIANS . I CAPTURED 
HIM AND WENT IN HIS PLACE 
I MANAGED TO CONVINCE 

THE APACHES TO STAY , - 

NEUTRAL . YOU CAN J 
. ASK JULIE . . 



I WILL. COME ON 
— AND IF YOU'RE 
NOT TELLING THE 
TRUTH... 



I GOT IT HE'S THE ONE WHO 
HELD UP MY COACH AT THE 
BUTTERFIELD DEPOT ! S 

HE'S A RES SPY . 



AND AT JULIE'S HOME 



JUST THEN 



. \ I WA5 TRYING TO SAVE 
' i SOME APACHE PRISONERS 
/FROM A LYNCHING . THAT 
WOULD REALLY HAVE J 
STARTED THINGS . . y 



■yes, what 
Lis it ? 



IT'S TRUE . HE ARRIVED 
IN TOWN TODAY. I . 
MET HIM AT THE 
. JAIL l _ 
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HAVE YOU 5EENJ MAJOR RIORDAN, 
MAM? WE'RE HUNTING ALL OVER. 
TOWN FOR. HIM . THE STAGE 

DRIVER SAYS HE' 5 A 

CONFEDERATE SPY ' 



REALLY ? ' 
. THANK YOU 
' FOR TELLING 
ME. I— I'LL . 
WATCH FOR HIM ! 



YOU HEARD THEM, VANCE . 
IF r LET YOU GO, WILL YOU 
CLEAR OUT OF THIS PART 
OF THE COUNTRY ? 



I GUE5S I HAVEN'T 
MUCH CHOICE * 



Foments 



ALL RIGHT, 
COME ON. AND 
YOU'D BETTER. 
STAY HERE, 
MRS. MCCLOUD. 



LATER, AT THE WELLS 



THERE ARE TWO 
OTHERS IN MY 
PARTY. I'U. PICK 
THEM UP ON MY 
WAY OUT. " 



NO, I'M 
COMING 
ALONG. 



IT'S ALL RIGHT, 

I BOYS. DO AS HE 
SAYS AND MOUNT 
UP. . 



DROP YOUR 
GUNS, YOU 

two l y 



YOU UARJ YOU'VE 
NEVER BEEN NEAR 
GREY CLOUD. X 
KNOW NOW WHY 
YOU CAME HERE . 



oh,jeb—here ARE THE jail 

KEYS. I MADE A DEAL WITH 
GREV CLOUD TO RELEASE ^ 
THOSE PRISONERS. IF THE/ 
AREN'T FREE BY SUNUP, THOSE 
APACHES WILL BE RUNNING 
WILD ALL OVER THE — — ^ 
LANDSCAPE . ^ 



%15uT AS CALHOUN MOUNTS, HE ACCIDENTALLY 
KICKS THE GOLD-LADEN SADDLEBAGS AND- 
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GOLD THAT'S THE 
ONLY THING NOU'D 
RISK YOUR LIFE 
fol'— , FOR : 



DON'T HAND ME ANYMORE OF 
THAT HOG-WASH . JUST DROP 
. THE SADDLE BAGS AND 
) BEAT rT BEFORE X CHANGE 
/ MV MIND . . i- — R 



JEB.I FORGOTALL 
ABOUT THAT- IT 
HAPPENED THIS ‘ 
MORNING BEFORE 
ANY OF THIS CAME 
UP, BELIEVE ME. 



Suddenly- 



I'VE HEARD ENOUGH OF 
YOUR LIES TO LAST ME 
A LIFETIME . . 



YOUR MEN, JEB . IF VOU'RE 
CAUGHT HERE IT'LL MEAN A 
COURT MARTIAL FOR YOU . 



JULIE, YOU BELIEVE ME 
DON'T YOU YOU 
PROMISED TO ^ 
BELIEVE ME [ 



THERE THEY 
ARE . DOWN 
THERE . 



HERE / THIS'LL MAKE IT 
LOOK GOOD i f — -Tax' 



HALT, HALT. 
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THAT NlGHT VA NC£ IS BACK WITH HIS MEN AT SAND 

CfcEIK CROSSING AND . . . /- — * 

l— - V YOU'RE RIGHT . 1 — ■> 

IP YOUR BROTHER DOESN'T \ LIEUTENANT. MY 
PR6E THOSE INDIANA, THE FIRST CONSIDERATION 
AflACHES WILL BREAK. / IS THE SAFETY OF 
LOOSE. AND X WOULDN'T / MY MEN. SO WE'LL 
WANT TO BE AROUND y HEAD SOUTH AT 
WHEN THAT HAPPENS. A DAYBREAK. 



SAY, WHAT'S THE MATTER 
WITH HIM ? HE LOOKS 
UKE THE WORLDS y 
COMING TO AN 

end. 1 _ mJB | 



HIS GIRL'S IN SAN 
' GIL. AND IF THOSE 
APACHES HIT THE 
WARPATH 



Suddenly 



EARLY THE NEXT MORNING, IN 
BAN GIL, COLONEL JEB BRITTEN 

FACES THE MUSIC' / 

— \I DON'T 

'particu- 
larly 
CARE 
\ WHAT 
) YOU 
CONSIDER 



THIS IS A COURT X THAT H 
MARTIAL OFFENCE . ] WONT BE 

I'LL INFORM WASHING - ] NECE5 - ‘ 
TON OF THIS WHEN /SARY.lYE 
I GET BACK . X ALREADY < 

, . r~T WRITTEN A 

V ( FULL REPORT OF 
/ sT l MY ACTIONS. A 



NEVER MIND 
. ABOUT SMOKE 
\ SIGNALS. THIS 
. IS MORE 

V important; 
JhCOLOHEL! 



EXCUSE ME, SIR, 
BUT THERE'S A 
SMOKE SIGNAL 
IN THE HILLS. / 



50 THAT CONFEDERATE 
SPY WAS YOUR < 

BROTHER! YOU DON'T 
EXPECT ME TO CON- ' 
5IDER THAT AN EXTENU- 
ATING CIRCUMSTANCE > 
FOR WHAT YOU 0\0,_y\ 

d° you ?, — 



WHAT? 



HAVEN'T YOU PEOPLE 
EVER SEEN SMOKE 
BEFORE ? ^ 



THERE IT IS. AND 
THERE'S ANOTHER 

ONE TO THE ^ 

south, ggtKm 



IN THIS COUNTRY, WHERE 
THERE'S SMOKE THERE'S 
APT TO BE INDIANS. 
UNDER IT. A 



I WONDER WHAT (T 
MEANS ? 



r 
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AND THERE THEY 
AREi 



YOU'VE NO RIGHT 
TO GIVE ANY 
MORE ORDERS 
AROUND WERE . 



I'LL GIVE OROERS UNTIL I'M V 
RELIEVED OP DUTY BY u 
SOMEONE QUALIFIED TO DO 
50. AND NOW, IF YOU'LL 
6XCUSE ME , I HAVE TO GET 
MY MEN READY . _ 



SERGEANT ! CALL OUT THE 
COMPANY, AND PASS THE 
WORD TO KEEP THE WOMEN 
AND CHILDREN INDOORS. 



IE APACHES SEND GREY CLOUD Tp NEGOTIATE 
WITH THE UNION OFFICERS! 



I CANNOT YIELD TO V. 

THREATS. TELL YOUR 
I PEOPLE I WILL DISCUSS 
THIS MATTER WHEN 
THE HILLS ARE EMPTY 
AND YOUR CHIEFS COME 
IN PEACE . 



IP THEY ARE GUILTY, > 
WE WILL PUNISH THEM 
OURSELVES. YOU MUST 
TAKE MY WORD FOR 
THAT j OTHERWISE... . 



YESTERDAY, I ARRANGED | THAT MAN WAS AN 
WITH ONE OF YOUR OFFICERS / IMPOSTER. HE IS 
TO RELEASE THE APACHE5 / NO LONGER HERE, 
YOU'RE HOLDING A3 S YOUR MEN COMMIT- 

PRiSONERS. TED A CRiME AND 

fcv. _____ — ■ V THEY MUST BE 

ST m PUNISHED.' 



I AM HERE UNDER A FLAG OF TRUCE. WE WILL 
TALK FURTHER WHEN YOU SILENCE THAT FOUL- 

■ - , MOUTHED 

SCUM, 



IED 8Y THE MOB HYSTERIA THE CROWD SHOWS ITS 

UGLY TEMPER/ y ; 

— — \ DON'T LISTEN TO 

— THAT SQUAW- 

MAN. > 



ATTA BOY, COLONEL i DON'T 
MAKE NO DEALS WITH 
MURDERING SAVAGES. 



WHY, YOU DIRTY 
RED5KIN .' > 







5ERGEANT, ARREST 
THE MAN WHO FIRED 
.THAT SHOT' 






>ND AT THE TRADING POST - 



AND SHORTLY, FROM THE LOOKOUT STATION! ABOVE, COMES A WARNING CRY. 
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lieutenant, send a rider to fort yes 

POINT AT ONCE FOR REINFORCEMENTS/ ) ( SIR 
THEN DEPLOY YOUR MEN TOrOEFENP /V- r 
THE TOWN i _ 1 f 



u4w: 



SURELY, YOU WE KILLED THEIR CHIEF. THEY 

DON'T EXPECT ] OUTNUMBER US FIFTY TO 
THEM TO ATTACK, j ONE. WHAT DO YOU THINK 1 
COLONEL? y 



yr COLONEL. I'LL 6ET 

MRS. MCCLOUD, I'LL HAVE TO \ THE KEYS TO THE 
COMMANDEER ALL THE GUNS \ STOREROOM. 

AND AMMUNITION YOU HAVE . X. _ -+ 
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THE INDIAN ARROWS* TAKE A STEA DY TOLL, AND BOON 



HOLD YOUR FIRE UNTIL THEY 
tlAAi<£ 



COME CLOSE, MEN l i 
EVERY SHOT COUNT. 



LOUT AT THAT VERY MOMENT VANCE 
AND HIS CONFEDERATE RAIDERS 
ARE MOVING THROUGH THE NEAR- 
BY HILLS . | 

— * THERE'S A LOT OF 

SHOOTING GOING ON OVER TO THE 
WEST. BETTER HEAD FOR THE 
RIDGE, SERGEANT, AND SEE WHAT 
YOU CAN FIND OUT. WE'LL CIRCLE 



IT MIGHT 
BE A NICE 
JUICY 
TRAP' / 



IT MIGHT BE A*\ 
I LOT OF THINGS, 
LIEUTENANT BUT 
THIS IS NO TIME 
FOR GUESSING. 
GAMES. LET'S - 
GO . 



THEY'RE USING FIRE ARROWS 
THEY'LL HAVE THE TOWN IN 
FLAMES IN A MATTER OF 
MINUTES. ^ 



MEANWHILE, BACK IN SAN GIL, THE BATTLE HAS TAKEN 
RJRN FOR THE WORSE . 



MR5. MCCLOUD, GET ALL THE WOMEN AND CHILDREN 
INSIDE THE ARMY POST. PAS5 THE WORD. ANO 

FOR HEAVEN'S SAKE, HURRY.' j 

/ = - _ ■ I’LL TAKE CARE OF 

l IT, COLONEL. 



\ WE'LL MAKE A STAND AT THE 
I ARMY POST. HOLD OUT UNTIL 
' WE GET ALL WOMEN AND 
CHILDREN INSIDE . & -T 



THEY'RE CLOSING 
INI WE CAN'T 
HOLD ON MUCH . 
LONGER . / 
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company forward, 

AT THE GALLOP 



LIEUTENANT, GIVE 
\ RIORDAN AND HIS 
I MEN BACK THEIR 
WEAPONS. WE'LL NEED 
■ . ■ - ^g-t EVERY 
^ MAN . 



APACHES, SIR. THEY'RE 
IN SAN GIL. THE WHOLE 
TOWN'S BLAZING.' 



»NDER THE WEIGHT OP THE NEW CHARGE , THE 
APACHES BREAK AND RUN! 



GET THEM l GIVE THEM COLD STEEL . 



IT'S AT THAT VERY MOMENT THAT THE RE8EL CAVALRY CUTS 175 WAY THROUGH: 



L9ut BY NOW, THE INDIANS 
ARE SWARMING THROUGH THE 



HI -VI -VI .' OUT OF 
MV WAY, REDSKIN . J 



TOWN,' AT THE JAIL 



THANK YOU, 

MY BRGTHER5. 
GERONIMO 
WILL NOT , 
FORGET. S' 



TOMAHAWK- WE 

WAIT FOR YOU 
TO LEAD US IN 
BATTLE. ^ 
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VANCE THANK HEAVEN 
VOU'RE HERE- 



KEEP (T UP, JES 
WE'RE COMING , 



DAP ALWAYS SAID YOU 
WERE THE BEST SOLDIER 
HOW COME I ALWAYS 
HAVE TO HELP YOU OUT ? 



DAO COULD 
BE WRONG ; 



\h THE FACE OF THE CAVALRY ATTACK, THE INDIANS 
RETREAT/ , 



SHE'S OVER THERE 
WITH ONE OP YOUR 
MEN . _*<■ 



WELL, IT LOOKS AS IF WE 
BEAT THEM OFF. HAVE , 
YOU 5EEN JULIE ? y. 



WE LOSE TOO MANY BRAVES: 



RUN, BROTHERS. 
THESE SOLDIERS. 
FIGHT LIKE 
MADMEN, 



if A MAN'S GOTTA 
CALHOUN i ) 60 , CAPTAIN , THIS 
IS THE WAY TO DO 



WE'LL SEE YOU BACK IN 
' BALTIMORE AFTER THE 
WAR, JEB. WE'LL WANT 
YOU THERE FOR THE 
WEDDING . 



IT'S GOING TO BE DULL AROUND L 
HERE WITHOUT YOU TWO. NO REB& 
IN MY HAIR. NO JULIE TO BRIGHTEN 
UP THE LANDSCAPE . 
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r WARM YOU, COLONEL, I'LL PROBABLY LOSE THEM, 
I'M VERY CARELESS ABOUT SUCH MATTERS.' OH, 
BY THE WAY, THE OFFICER IN CHARGE HAS TO 
SIGN MY TRAVEL VOUCHER . ^ 



WELL, GENTLEMEN , YOU MAY BE 
SURE I'LL GIVE A FULL REPORT 
TO THE COMMITTEE IN 
WASHINGTON, EXCEPT FOR. , 
A FEW DETAILS WHICH I'VE X 
ALREADY FORGOTTEN . 



HERE. THESE 
PAPERS MAY 
REFRESH YOUR 
MEMORY. 



ONE MOMENT, SIR- THE FARE 
FROM TUCSON IS FORTY DOLLARS. 
YOU HAVE A HUNDRED AND FORTY 
HERE . PROBABLY JUST A SUP y 
OF YOUR PENCIL . 



GOOD LUCK, VANCE . 
AND KEEP OUT OF 
TROUBLE. . 



WELL, GOODByE, JEB. AND 
THIS TIME WE'LL KEEP 
GOING SOUTH . 



Eg NO 

DOUBT. CM 
I GLAD YOU 
CAUGHT IT, 
COLONEL. 



I'LL BE 
WAITING, 
VANCE i 



AND AT THE FORK IN THE ROAD- 



COLUMN SOUTH 
AT THE -. 
GALLOP-- >Sf 

HO.' /- 



YOU'RE IN SAFE COUNTRY 
FROM NOW ON, JULIE. 
SEE YOU IN BALTIMORE. 





Mm 




W' J 
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VIOLENT ACTION AND SURGING SUSPENSE 
RIDE THE DANGER TRAIL TO... 
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